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Principally Speaking

I hope you enjoyed a wonderful summer and a smooth start to
the 2009-2010 school year. Despite the budget constraints encoun-
tered this summer, we experienced one of the best openings | can
remember. We appreciate your patience and understanding as we
worked through scheduling issues and worked to address the spe-
cific needs of each student. Our scheduling staff, administrators
and counselors did an outstanding job and their efforts were most
evident on the first day of school.

Myers Park experienced a 10-15% staffing cut in each depart-
ment this year and as a result has experienced a similar increase in
class size. We recently received four additional teaching positions
from the Central Learning Community (due to state approval of 09-
10 budget) which should help us reduce overcrowded classes. | am
also proud to say that despite the staffing cuts this year, we did not
reduce course offerings.

Many of the budget issues we meet this year will be factors
again next year. We have already begun reviewing and revising this
year’s master schedule and will improve several programs currently
in place which provide additional learning opportunities for our
students. This year, we opened a Virtual Lab classroom which en-
ables students to take on-line courses. The lab was developed to
support students that may encounter course conflicts but it also
gives students an opportunity to participate in classes not offered at
Myers Park, i.e. Mandarin Chinese. The virtual class can be taken
any period of the day and a certified teacher supervises a student’s
progress. We will share a list of spring offerings and opportunities
with students/parents when we receive them this winter. \We are
also upgrading our Distance Learning Lab which allows Parents
and us to share lessons/courses with other High Schools.

If you have not read the Hoofprint and the Rights and Respon-
sibilities Handbook sent home the first day of school, | hope you
will take a moment to do so. Our school goals this year will focus
on four areas:

1. Student Achievement - EOCs, ABCs, AYP, AP & IB

2. Development/Success of Professional Learning Communities (PLCs)
3. School Safety and Climate

4. Preparation for School Quality Review and MY IB audit

In each newsletter, I will highlight and provide updates on one
of the above goals.

Our current enrollment is 2960, slightly higher than last year.
As | shared at the Back to School night, our school functions well
at 2960. The college style campus negates many issues and the
enrollment numbers allow us to provide additional courses requested

by students.

Attendance is critical to your child’s academic success. With
the increased possibility of students missing school due to the flu
this year, it is imperative that other absences be held to a minimum.
A two or three day absence can place a student significantly behind
other students in the class — especially students in 4x4 classes. Any
students missing more than 10 days in any class will have to com-
plete “recovery” on a minute for minute basis. Students requesting
an early dismissal for the day are to bring a note to the attendance
office before 7:15 a.m. The note should contain a phone number
so the request can be verified by 10 a.m.

Myers Park has taken a number of precautions regarding the
H1N1 virus. We actually started this summer seeking bids for hand
washing devices and cleaning products. IB students “Germ Team”
quickly took the lead in helping educate our students and ensuring
each classroom had hand sanitizer. Hand sanitizer has also been
available at after school activities. The students also produced an
educational video being televised in all CMS elementary and middle
schools. Custodians are also spending additional time each day sani-
tizing classrooms, restrooms and entry areas.

Home/School communication is always a challenge and focus.
We will continue to use the Mustang Express, the Myers Park
website and Connect Ed (phone messages) to relay information.
All staff members have email and phone message centers and will
make every effort to return inquiries within 24 hours. Parent Assist,
the on-line grading program, is updated every 7-14 days and parents
are encouraged to use it. If you are not registered, you can email
parentassistance@cms.k12.nc.us. Parents will also be notified if
their child is unable to transition to classes in the seven minutes
allotted and must report to Lockout. Students late to first block, due
to traffic problems, are provided two excused class admits before
having to report to Lockout.

I hope you will be actively involved at Myers Park this year.
We continue to need testing proctors, tutors and mentors. The PTSA
and SIT can always use additional support. First quarter is usually
the most difficult grading period for students. You can help your
child by monitoring grades and setting clear academic expectations
and study time. Progress reports/action alerts for first quarter were
sent home September 29 and 30.

Thanks for your continued support. We are looking forward to
an exciting and productive year.

— Tom Spivey
Principal



PTSA News

On behalf of the Myers Park PTSA we
would like to welcome all new and return-
ing students and families to the 2009-10. We
realize that many of you are new to Myers
Park this year and we especially want you
to feel a part of the team here at Myers Park.
We look forward to working with all Myers
Park families to enhance our children’s high
school experience through hard work and
our gifts of time, talent, and financial sup-
port.

Last school year ended with news of
budget cuts and teacher lay-offs. It saddened
all of us to see some of our beloved faculty
leave Myers Park. Many returning parents
worried about a chaotic beginning of school
as a result. The opposite happened. Our
staff stepped up to the plate and really gave
more than ever before to ensure a smooth
start to the school year. Counselors and ad-
ministrative staff worked hard during the
summer, for little or no pay, to coordinate
classes and schedules. While many sched-
ules weren’t perfect for the first few days of
school they were quickly adjusted and class-
room learning quickly began. We would like
to thank our principal, Tom Spivey, capable
administrative staff, wonderful counselors,
and committed teachers for their hard work
in preparation for the nearly 3000 students
Myers Park now serves!

We all have had at least nine years of
newsletters and beginning of school direc-
tives telling us how to become involved in
our children’s education. You are about to
get some of the same information but with a
Myers Park spin on it!

Join the PTSA. This is an important
way for you to actually count in your
student’s school. Myers Park High School
has many programs benefitting students and
teachers that wouldn’t happen without PTSA
support. High participation in PTSA lets
CMS and state government know that the
parents of Myers Park are committed to their

children’s education.

Give to the Priority Fund. This is the
PTSA’s only fundraiser and these funds are
used to provide academic support, improve
educational resources not funded by CMS,
and fund other PTSA initiatives. Please see
the Priority Fund article found later in the
newsletter to find out what our goals are for
the year. Generous support enables this ini-
tiative to succeed at Myers Park.

Volunteer and say YES when you are
asked! We could not run the PTSA without
the commitment of hundreds of volunteers
like you. Please consider some volunteer
opportunity, large or small, and be part of a
fun and energetic group of parents. Print
the volunteer form off the website if you
don’t have a copy and send it in to the of-
fice. To date we have had 376 of you send
in the volunteer sheet so that all sorts of
things at Myers Park can be accomplished.
We will be contacting you as soon as pos-
sible to let you know how you can help.

Be informed. Watch for Mustang
Express on Tuesdays and Fridays for up-
to-the-minute information. It is not cost ef-
fective to send information through the mail.
As a result, this is the best way the school
and PTSA can communicate with parents.
Please pay attention to all the announce-
ments you receive. You can sign up for this
e-newsletter on the PTSA’s website -
www.mphs-ptsa.org. This website will also
help you find out just about everything you
need to know about academics, clubs, ath-
letics, and much more.  Subscribe to the
Hoofprint, Myers Park’s student published
newspaper to really find out what is going
on at school. The PTSA newsletters will
also be available online to help keep you
informed.

Thanks for joining us to continue Myers
Park’s tradition of excellence!

Margaret Marshall and Beth Rayburn
2009-10 PTSA Co-Presidents

Senior Announcements

The beginning of the year has been
very busy. We met with the Senior Class
on Sept.10 and distributed Cap and Gown
order information. Please make sure that
your Senior has ordered his/her graduation
products. This is especially important for
any Senior who is planning to graduate in
January. All Seniors who will be be in ei-
ther the January or June graduation pro-
gram must have a 2009-2010 cap and

gown. Order forms are available in the
front office. If you have any questions,
please contact the school.

Senior financial obligations should be
taken care of immediately. All Seniors must
pay a $5 senior fee. They must also clear
any old obligations in order for transcripts
to be sent to colleges and universities and
to participate in Senior activities, such as
the prom. Please encourage your Senior to
take care of these.

Mustang Priority Fund

leaves the starting gate

Did you know that the Myers Park
PTSA hasonly 1 (one!) fundraiser? Itisthe
Mustang Priority Fund Drive. This year we
have set a goal of raising $95,000. It is an
ambitious goal, but the money received will
provide enrichment for all students. The
Priority Fund provides resources for the
PTSA operating budget and on-going activi-
ties such as: the Mustang newsletter, cam-
pus beautification, PTSA scholarships, staff
appreciation, academic programs, special
events, and more. After the operating bud-
get is fully funded, funds will be directed to
three special projects that have been identi-
fied by Principal Tom Spivey:

Purchase updated security equipment to
provide maximum security in light of cuts
to MPHS security staff

Open additional computer labs with re-
furbished CMS computers for independent
IB and AP studies

Fund a distance learning classroom that
will allow MPHS students to network with
other CMS high schools to offer a wider
range of higher level course

We are off to a great start and have al-
ready received $42,215 in direction dona-
tions, plus an additional $4,200 from match-
ing gift corporations, for a total of $46,415
toward our goal. (These donations have
come from 211 families.) This year we hope
to have 100% participation from our Myers
Park families, no gift is too small and all
will advance us toward our goal!

If you have not yet made a donation,
please consider making a donation today to
this important fund! Make your check pay-
able to MPHS Priority Fund. You may send
in your donation through homeroom teach-
ers, or mail it to the school office. All gifts
are 100% tax deductible and will be ac-
knowledged.

Note: If you work for a company that
has a matching funds program, please double
your gift by returning the required form with
your check. Please check with your em-
ployer to see if they offer this financial sup-
port to schools. Duke Energy, Bank of
America, Wachovia, UPS, Microsoft and
IBM are companies that have previously par-
ticipating in the matching funds program.



Mustang Donors — Thank You!

Many thanks to those who have already
made a contribution:
Contribution Levels

Wild One $1000+
Palomino $600-999
Bronco $300-599
Stomper $150-299
Maverick $1-149
Wild One:

Richard & Sophie Allen, William & Joanne
Bellamy, Simon & Jill Cann, Bruce & Debra
Darden, Mark & Jane Fobel, Stephen &
Kathryn Horvath, Jeffrey & Catherine
Kneisl, Harrison & Margaret Marshall, Wil-
liam & Amy Massey, Lawrence & Lois
Osier, James & Beth Rayburn, Elizabeth
Ritchie, Gordon Roznik, Amy Thalman,
Owen & Martha Whitfield

Palomino:

Scott & Marinn Bengel, Michael & Minna
Elliott, Donald & Holley Hamilton, John &
Stacie Howard, Mark & Lindsay Merritt,
Wiliam & Stephanie Owens, Douglas Wilkie
& Elena Ibe

Bronco:

Perry & Donna Aliotti, Robert & Susan
Aulebach, Paul & Diane Cameron, John &
Elizabeth Carpenter, Wesley & Pamela
Clark, Timothy & Grace Danello, Thomas
& Julie Eiselt, Mark & Dee Ann Ellis, Walter
& Michele Fisher, John & Mary Gaertner,
Malcolm & Linda Griggs, Robert & Michele
Hall, Jerald & Carol Hall, Billy & Linda
Hefner, Douglas & Juliana Johnson, Lenoir
& Garrell Keesler, Paul & Elizabeth Kinny,
Bart & Fran Landess, Stephen & Lisa Lang,
Thomas & Kimberly Lanphear, Evan Long,
Brian & Mary Anna Marley, Walter & Karen
Mather, Robert & Donna McKenzie, Jeffrey
& Terri McNeill, John & Jane Pasquin, Rob-
ert & Suzy Riley, Hugh & Katy Shannon,
Douglas & Iveta Swaim, David Ugland,
Todd & Melissa Walker, Keith & Laurie
Weddington. Robert & Jeanie Widis, Jerry
& Marcella Withrow

Stomper:

Henry & Gale Atkins, David & Janet Bell,
Susan Benfield, William & Cynthia Bernart,
Jeffrey & Racquel Blake, Duncan &
Melanie Browder, Peter & Shu-Hui Chang,
Benjamin & Jennifer Copeland, Brian &
Luisa Feinglass, James & Margaret Ford,
Andrew Garrett & Kathleen Hogan-Garrett,
Daniel Guerrero, Douglass & Julie
Hammond, Richard & Barbara Hazlett, Joan
Hearn, Robert & Suzanne Henderson,
Stockton & Melinda Holt, David & Iris

Horton, Timothy Huffman & Janice Sherian,
Brian & Meryl Imbrey, Frasier & Jane Ives,
Ross & Dawn Jeffries, Kenneth &
Georgianna Johnson, Dean & Jane Jones,
Timothy & Catherine Kendrick, Gregory &
Kimberly LeNeave, Darryl & Catherine
Stone, Michael & Leslie Marsicano, Todd
& Kim Martin, R.L. & Tammy McDonald,
Scott & Rebecca McGrath, Robert & Susan
McKinney, George & Carter MacBain,
Malcolm & Laura McLean, Tamera
Menaker, Ye & Joyce Mu, David & Jackie
Perlman, George & Rebecca Pressly, Mike
& Robin Rogers, Dick & Ruth Shaffner,
Allen & Deborah Smith, Kevan & Lisa
Smith, lvan & Elizabeth Strunin, Daoshan
Sun,Carter & Cathlean Utzig, Alison War-
ren, Dale & Rebecca Whetstone, Keith &
Mary Ann Wilson

Maverick:

Benjamin & Catherine Abraham, A.S.
Adams, Robert & Martha Adelman, Will-
iam & Terry Allen, George Altier, Janet
Athey, Thomas Atkinson, Richard & Alina
Bartlett, Roger Beebe & Nance Smithwick,
Scott & Elizabeth Bevins, William & Corine
Bockenek, Owen & Kathleen Boland, Wil-
liam and Alice Bradford, Lester & Cheryl
Bradshaw, Stephanie Britt, Clair Buie,
Henry & Christine Cabaniss, Kevin & Cindi
Caddell, Maria Campos, Sheldon & Lauren
Cantor, Hoang Cao, James & Elizabeth
Carty, Joseph & Alison Cherry, Boyd &
Anne Coggins, Anthony & Patricia Cometti,
Charles & Gwen Cook, Karen Crane,
Jonathan & Elisa Davis, David & Anne Day,
Patricia Delbello, Richard & Kimberly
Dillen, Donna Dillon-Stout, Albert & Stella
Doku, Janice Donaldson & Alexis
Montenegro, Paul & Laurie Dover, John
Earl and Nadja Sefcik-Earl, Beverly
Eisenoff, David & Susan Elkins, Louis &
Shelly Fabian, John Fagan, Daniel Farris,
Thomas & Ashley Fisher, Michael &
Candace Flanagan, David & Julie Forlenza,
William & Bethania Garcia, B. & C. Giggey,
Thomas & Amy Graham, Barbara Green,
Clay & Deidre Grubb, Grant & Carolyn
Haines, Paul & Toni Halter, Robert &
Kathleen Hammer, Jeffrey & Susan
Hartman, James Hathaway & Nancy
Gutierrez, Ross & Trish Hobson, Robert &
Kathy Hofmann, Margaret Holiday,
Roderick & Cornelia Hoover, Warren &
Maureen Howell, Clark & Rachel
Humphries, C.T. & R.C. Hunter, Craig &
Pamela Isaac, Douglas & Meg Johnson,
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Robert & Susan Johnson, Michael & Debra
Kemmy, William & Kathryn Kirk, Timothy
& Marylou Lawson, Antony Lazarus, Ross
& Nance Levin, Lex & Katherine Lofgren,
James & Dana Maloney, Michael & Linda
Maloney, Jonathan & Debra Marshall, Dou-
glas & Xan Bennett McDowell, Regan
Miller & Hannelore Bragg, Thomas & Janet
Miller, Gwen Offerdahl, John & Luan
Parker, Richard Parler, James & Deborah
Proffitt, Earle & Joan Prouty, David & Karen
Ransenberg, Joan Richardson, Allen &
Jennie Robertson, Albert & Jane Robinson,
Robert & Clara Schommer, Jennie
Schueneman, Diane Seifart, Leslie Sexton,
James & Angela Shoff, Anna Shulstad,
Shane & Shanna Simpson, Gary & Arden
Smith, Herman & Marilyn Spence, Kim
Springsteen, Sridharan Subramanian &
Gnana Ramanathan, Thor & Dana
Svendsen, Michael & Catherine Tommie,
Thomas & Kelly Vass, Terry & Julie Wayne,
Robert Weidaw & Jacquelyn Southwell,
Robert & Cynthia Stone, Gregory & Nancy
Williams, Mike & Margaret Wimberley, Jo-
seph & Laura Winkler, Carlton & Kerry
Winter, Beth Winterfield, Alice Wirz,
Terrence & Krista Young

00 000000 0O0COEOOEOGOEOEOEOEONONOSEONOIO
+ Hooray! .
o MPHS art student Olivia Capizzi won an¢
e Honorable Mention — and a $50 Bind-e
: ers gift card — at Matthews Artfest. :

Math Team Dominates!

The Myers Park Math Team continues
its drive to repeat as champions of Panther’s
Number Crunch: they won semifinals on
Oct. 3 and will compete in state finals with
eight other teams on Oct. 20.

Every year the Carolina Panthers spon-
sor the Panther Number Crunch. Its stated
purpose is: To offer a marquee math com-
petition for high school math teams in North
and South Carolina using football variables
to challenge students in physics, geometry
and other problem-solving disciplines. Stu-
dents will be asked to solve problems that
will include actual football game footage as
part of the problem. In essence, read about
a play and solve it mathematically. Prob-
lems may also include stadium facts and
salary cap issues

— Dino Gisiano
Math Department Chair



Career and Technical

Education Department

The CTE department at Myers Park
blends academic content with technical
skills in a hands-on setting. The following
curricula are offered as elective choices for
students at Myers Park: housing and interi-
ors, computer science, computer applica-
tions, engineering, horticulture, business
courses, marketing courses, automotive
technology, medical science, networking,
computer programming, e-commerce, draft-
ing and culinary arts. There are also several
student organizations, such as DECA,
FBLA, HOSA and FAA that integrate the
knowledge and skills that students learn in
the classroom with meetings and competi-
tions as well as many other activities.

Upcoming events include the HOSA
Autism Speaks Walk and the HOSA Fall
Leadership Conference, FBLA Fall Re-
gional Meeting, DECA State Leadership
Meeting and DECA Scarowinds night. Last
year the ACE (Architecture, Construction
and Engineering) Mentorship was started
and was a huge success. Please encourage
your child to explore these career areas and
get involved!!

Meet the Art Department
Jessica Cecchini, Edinboro University of
Pennsylvania, BFA in Applied Media Arts
Seventh year of teaching; teaches AP Art
History, AP Studio Art 2D Design, AP Stu-
dio Art 3D Design, Art 1, Art 3, Art 3 Hon-
ors, Art 4 Honors and Graphic Design |
Next semester will add Graphic Design 1l
and 111

Lisa Holder, U Colorado-Boulder- BFA;
UNC-Chapel Hill- MFA

National Board Cert.

Seventh year at Myers Park; teaches Photo
1,2, and IB Photo 1 and 2

David Nichols

U of Wisconsin River Falls, BS Secondary
Education, U of Minnesota — MFA, 1988
Senior Fulbright to New Zealand

At Myers Park since 1993 and teaches Art1,
Crafts 1, and Crafts 2/ 3

Lynn Wu , Department Chair: Winthrop
College, BFA; Pratt Institute, MFA

At Myers Park High School since 1993,
currently teaches Art 1, Art IMYPIB, Art 2,
Art 2 MYPIB, Art 3, Art 3 Honors, Art 2
IB, Art 3 1B

Welcome Mustangs!
Progress reports were sent home at the
end of September. If you
have not received a
progress report, please
email your student’s
teacher. The Parent Assis-
tant Module (PAM) is up
+ and running; therefore,
, make sure to check your
“ student’s grades online! If
you have not turned in your
access form for PAM, please check the
PTSA website for directions and details.

Please mark your calendar. The PSAT will
be administered for 10" and 11* graders on
October 14. In the next week we will begin
planning for the 9" grade Student-Led Con-
ferences that will take place on October 29,
Myers Park has many upcoming events and
the fall and winter sports schedules are
posted on www.myersparkhighsports.com.
We hope to see you at many events in order
to support our students and our athletes!
— Dr. Kristen Lanier
Assistant Principal
Myers Park High School

Handling High School

stones in your child’s life...

Talk, listen and listen more

exciting time
concerns you may have

this great organizing tool
Allow down time

learning style

Use the planner
Ask questions to get answers

this transition?
- Anything we can!

application process

Welcome to a new journey and an exciting and challenging time for you, your
child and your family! Remember this is just one of the many developmental mile-

Kindergarten, 4™ grade, 7" grade, graduation, sophomore year in college and post-
graduation are all reminders to us that adolescence truly last until age 24!
What can you do as a parent to support this transition?

Keep the sparkle in your eye when your child comes home each day because
they can easily pick up on negative actions

Let them be quiet, moody, whatever but they will come to you as needed
Love them and understand their emotional and social needs during this

Communicate with teachers and other professional at school regarding any

Check your student’s planner each day for assignments and help then to use

Structure study time with the understanding that each child has a different

Limit television and video games early on
What your 9" grader can do to stay involved and engaged in school

Join a club or activity to meet friends

Eat, play, study and take care of themselves everyday

Realize that it is okay to feel overwhelmed at times

What will the Myers Park faculty and staff do to help you and your student during

Communicate through discussion, conferences and e-mail

Refer students as needed to other services

Set up a time to see them when issues arise

Guide them through the years and get them ready for the College

Work together as a team, parents, students, faculty, and all of us to produce
the best young citizens for our future!

Myers Park Coumstling Departoment

Courseling Cornen

— Vicki Brasmsnick, MA, LPC




Performing Arts News

The halls of the Performing Arts Building are buzzing as
everyone prepares for their fall performances.

We are extremely happy that all the Performing Arts teach-
ers are still with us this year. The band classes and marching
band are preparing for half time shows and their fall concert
under the direction of our extremely talented Band Director,
Whit Blount. The fall Band Concert is Oct. 26 at 6:30 p.m.
in the Auditorium. It is free and open to the public. You can
catch the marching band perform at half time during foot-
ball games.

What is that sound we hear coming from the Chorus
Room? All 5 Performing Choirs, and the two a cappella
groups, the “Sallies” (ladies) and the men, the “Clicks,” are
busy preparing for an exciting, fun filled evening of Pops
Music. Their song selections span many eras. You
won’t want to miss this toe-tapping, good time
), event. Fall Pops Chorus Concert is Oct. 21 at 7
p.m. in the Auditorium. The concert is free and
we will offer popcorn and soda prior to the per-
formances. Joyce Palmieri, the Choir Director, is hard at work
trying to pull every ounce of creativity out of her students.
Come join them for a fun, toe-tapping, performance.

Tom LalJoie, Myers Park’s Orchestra Director
Extrordinaire, is at Myers Park every other day and at Butler
High School on the opposite days. Tom is an extremely ac-
complished musician and never ceases to amaze the audience
with the incredible sounds that he evokes from his three or-
chestras. The Orchestra Fall Concert is Oct. 22 in the Audi-
torium at 7 p.m.

We are thrilled to have our two Theater Arts teachers
back at the Park. Both Caitlin Cornwell and Chip Caldwell
joined the MPHS family last year. They are doing some great
things. Mr. Caldwell is preparing two plays to take to the NC
State Theater Contest at the end of October. We wish them
good luck and hope they do well. Ms. Cornwell will be di-
recting the MPHS Spring Musical. Be sure and watch for
auditioning information on the musical. You won’t want to
be left out of this awesome experience. We invite everyone
to come hear and see all of the very talented Myers Park
students perform.

And Science!

The Science Department’s leadership has changed this year.
Chad Groncki and Jacob Standish now act as department co-chairs
and have integrated their combined 25 years of teaching experi-
ence and leadership expertise. In the first month of the school year,
Chad and Jake have organized the department into five Professional
Learning Communities that are collaborating and improving their
lessons into deep resources of best practices.

Chad and Jake are looking forward to an extremely productive
year and are greatly appreciative of supportive staff, student, and
parent communities. Their focus is on doing what is best for the
students and they are relentless in their efforts to maintain and im-
prove MPHS science’s reputation.

MPHS Student Directories were sold at Open House and are now
available for purchase in the front office. $3 each or 2 for $5.

Exceptional Children’s Department
Greetings from the Exceptional Children’s Department! This
year we have 17 Exceptional Children’s teachers in our department
at Myers Park. We look forward to a great year, as we strive to
meet the many diverse needs of our exceptional students. Our teach-
ers take great pride in advocating for our students and meeting
the educational needs of each student in order to equip them to be
successful both while in school and in the future. If you have any
questions or concerns about your exceptional student, you can con-
tact me at 980-343-5800 ext. 589 or at april. morrow@cms.k12.nc.us.
Hope your students have a great year this year at Myers Park!
— April Morrow
EC Dept. Chair

JROTC is off to a great start for
school year 2009-2010. New cadets are
in the process of being issued their uni-
forms. Next week we will see the entire
program of cadets wearing their uniforms
for the first time and for the first time more
than 70 cadets will begin their experience
in JROTC. Their new experience will
bring to light their leadership qualities,
confidence and character development.
Furthermore, the extracurricular activities
such as the Drill Team, Rifle Team and

JROTC News

Color Guard will deepen their self respect
and confidence and their will to succeed as
a team.

This year will be critical for the pro-
gram, which will undergo its annual formal
inspection on March 17, 2010. This inspec-
tion, conducted by a team from Fort Bragg,
will assess the overall administration and
operations of the program. The goal is to
maintain the Honor Unit with Distinction
rating that the program has held for the past
14 years. While striving to maintain this high
rating, the cadets will also compete for the

annual Superintendents’ Cup, to be
awarded to the top five CMS schools that
participate in the scheduled CMS activi-
ties.

Upcoming activities include CMS
Drill Competition, Oct. 17; Veterans Day
Parade, Nov. 7; Volleyball Tournament,
Dec. 12; and a host of Color Guard per-
formances and community service activi-
ties.

We look forward to a very busy, but
also very productive, year.




A Brick makes a Great Gift!

It's always the perfect size and color ...

Place your order for a commemorative brick (or several) for
your favorite Mustang. The Myers Park High School experience
will always hold a special place in the heart of your graduate.
Commemorative bricks are a great way to leave a little piece of that
heart behind at a place that meant so much. Bricks are also a great
way to honor a special teacher, administrator, or coach.

Order forms can be found on http://www.mphs-ptsa.org/ or
www.myersparkhighschoolsports.com — click on “Bricks”. Con-
tact Gayle Baker for more information at gdavbaker@aol.com.

Senior Parents:

We've all worked hard to get here, so honor
your senior and yourself with a Senior Yard Sign!
These signs cost just $10 and all proceeds go to
our PTSA.

Email Karen Reid at karencreid@aol.com. Cash
or check; make checks payable to MPHS-PTSA.

The Myers Park Choral Department is
FLOCKING!
Great for birthdays, congratulations,
anniversaries, eftc...
For $30, you get a 6ft pink flamingo
with a personalized poster
and a flock of little flamingos
set up secretly at your destination.
To order, Contact Kim Powell

(vy (704-552-0042) 3
N\Thepowe//s@carolina. rr.com(C\
/o S

|
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The Future Center

Consider the big “ifs”

The Future Center Reopens-just in time for college applica-
tions and standardized tests! Please come visit us across from the
Attendance Office Monday —Thursday during all four lunch
periods and every Tuesday from 2:15-3:30 p.m. Our parent vol-
unteers are available to help you navigate through college choices,
post-high school options, college testing and even scholarships. We
know that this can seem overwhelming, especially for our seniors,
but we are here to help you in the process. Here are a few reasons
why you should visit the Future Center:

If you are a Senior, now is the time to meet with college reps, finalize
your application list and prepare for scholarship interviews.

If you are a Senior, and interested in a military career, now is the
time to review serve academy, ROTC and enlistment opportunities.
If you are a Junior, now is the time to create a schedule for stan-
dardized testing. Look at our timelines and determine when it would
be best for you to take these important tests.

If you are a Sophomore, now is the time for you to begin planning
for an academic internship. Ms. Collins is available every Tuesday
to match your interests with internship opportunities.

If you are a Freshman, now is the time to begin exploring your
future possibilities through a program called Career Cruising. We
have 5 computers available for student to help you create a path for
success through high school and into the world of work.

Parents are welcome to stop by as well and check us out!

For more information, please email Emily Ahlum at
eahlum@carolina.rr.com, Deb Borkey debborkey@hotmail.com,
or Sally Beth Sutherland sbtsutherland@bellsouth.net.

PSATs October 14

Your child may be taking the PSAT on Wednesday, Oct. 14.
The PSAT is given at no cost to all 10" and 11" grade students in
Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools.

The test consists of verbal/critical reading, mathematics, and
writing sections and is similar in format and content to the SAT,
which many students take as a college entrance examination. The
PSAT provides excellent preparation for taking the PSAT, and
schools use the results to aid instructional and program planning.

Please make every effort to have your child at school on time
the day of testing, so that we may begin promptly in the morning. It
is better to encourage your child to be relaxed, rather than to en-
courage additional drill or extra study at the last minute. For test-
ing, your child needs to bring two No. 2 pencils and a calculator
with which he/she is comfortable.

If you have any questions, please call Bobby Simmons at 980-
343-5800 ext. 292. Thank you for your support.

The best-dressed cars in Charlotte wear these top-quality Euro-
style MP stickers, available through the PTSA for $2 each. Email
karencreid@aol.com.




